
   

Welcome to Dog Tales!  

Wow, my first official duty 

as president.  Thank you! 

Dog Tales is a little news-

letter to try to keep you 

updated with the latest 

news from Chesapeake 

DockDogs.  In 2014, we 

are bringing back general 

membership meetings so 

your voice can be heard.  

We are still working out 

the details on 

when and 

where but, 

they will most 

likely start in 

March.   

Before then, 

we have three 

events, start-

ing with the 

banquet on December 14

(more details below).   

An indoor event like no 

other, Timonium World of 

Pets Expo is January 24-

26 and early registration 

is open now.  We will have 

new merchandise and 

great prize bags and a 

new contest with Tidewa-

ter Dock Dogs (more de-

tails coming soon).   

Just a few weeks later, 

the Hampton World of 

Pets Expo will be a 

fantastic time.  We 

look forward to spend-

ing some time with 

our Tidewater Dock-

Dogs friends.   

All in all, it’ll be a 

busy few months and we 

can use your help to run 

successful events.  Volun-

teer sheets will be out 

next week, so please sign 

up early and often.  

I want to congratulate 

Kevin Ruark for being 

elected as board member 

and we look forward to 

your ideas.  I also, want 

to thank Dave Ruch from 

the bottom of my heart.  

Your expertise is greatly 

appreciated and I’m glad 

you are still on the board.    

We hope you all have a 

happy and safe holiday 

season!         —Heather 

Specials offered by 

DockDogs Worldwide: 

 Receive $5 off the regular 

membership rate until 

12/31/2013.   

 There are lots of benefits, 

in particular, if you plan 

on attending more than 

two events in 2014 and 

want be able to pre-

register for events, then 

you will want to be a na-

tional member. 

 Get the DockDogs World 

Wide Membership form 

Banquet Details 

We hope you can join us for the 

Chesapeake DockDogs Annual 

Banquet at the Historic Brewer’s 

Alley in Frederick, MD on De-

cember 14 from 11:30am to 

3:30pm.   

We will have an Italian style 

buffet for you and 1 guest

(additional guests are $35 each)

and a cash bar.  We will have 

awards, door prizes and give-

aways.  We will also have an 

always fun dog themed gift ex-

change.  Please limit the gift to 

$15. You can bring as many gifts 

as dogs you have at home. And 

then play that many times.   

Make sure you RSVP by Decem-

ber 4th either through the e-vite 

or me.   

A big thank you to Kathy Zeigler 

and Mandy Eiche for helping out 

with the details.   
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Hello Chesapeake DockDoggers!  

I have been a member of the 

Chesapeake DockDogs Club for 

a year now and many of you 

have met me, my wife, Maria 

and my 18 month old black lab 

Bella.  Maria and I have been 

married for 18 years.  I am a 25 

year government employee and 

a prior service US Army combat 

veteran. Maria is a commercial 

litigation attorney for Saul Ewing 

LLP who specializes in bank-

ruptcy, restructuring and debtor-creditor 

rights.  I have three stepdaughters who I 

consider my own and have raised since they 

were little girls.  Bethany is the oldest and a  

graduate of Ohio State University and she 

also holds a masters degree from Drexel 

Medical School.  She currently runs a cancer 

research program for Washington University 

School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri.  Her  

sisters, Brooke and Jenna, are identical twins 

and are currently seniors in college.  Brooke 

attended Stony Brook University but recently 

transferred to Towson University and Jenna 

attends Robert Morris University.  All three 

girls play(ed) collegiate lacrosse for their re-

spective schools. 

We have always been a dog family.  Our first 

two dogs were adopted lab mixes and our 

third, Scout, was my favorite hunting partner 

who I purchased from an old hunting 

buddy.  Then came my two Chihuahuas, 

Nemo and Lucy.  In 2008, we said good bye 

to our first rescue, Honey.  In 2009, we said 

goodbye to our second rescue, Missy.  In 

May of 2012, Maria and I took our yellow 

lab, Scout to the vet for the last time and 

said goodbye to him after 15 loving 

years.  As with every dog owner, we were 

heartbroken and Maria was adamant that 

she would not go through this pain again.  

She was content with Nemo and Lucy, but I 

had the perspective that as long as I could 

provide a dog with a loving home it was 

worth it.  Plus I needed another hunting         

partner!  So in October 2012, I found Phil 

Giarth and Hurricane Retrievers.  Phil is a 

local field trial dog breeder who had a 5 

month old female black lab that he had de-

cided to sell.  I visited his home in German-

town, Maryland, and that was all it took.  She 

came home with me that night and my family 

voted on names and Bella was 

it. Unfortunately Bella is a pretty popular 

name for a dog so I had to get creative 

when I registered her with the Ameri-

can Kennel Club.  The breeder 

had requested I use "Hurricane" in the 

name if I could so I agreed and believe 

it or not Hurricane Bella was already 

taken so I had to be more creative 

when registering her with the 

AKC.  This is how she became Hurricane 

Bella Lady Maryland and "Bella" for 

short.  

It was not long before Bella and I 

started hunting pheasant and chukar together 

at a local game farm and she quickly became 

a favorite there with her keen nose and eager 

retrieves. Although I certainly was enjoying 

her upland hunting ability I wanted to get her 

more time in the water since my passion is 

waterfowling.  So in November 2012, I took 

her to a local state park for some exercise 

and to swim in the lake.  With it being the 

offseason the park is only accessible to foot 

traffic so I thought this would be a perfect 

place for her to run and swim without a lot of 

people around.  So I took her to the dock 

area that had a shortened dock and I threw a 

tennis ball into the water.  She eagerly 

jumped into the frigid water and came back 

for more.  She couldn't get enough.  I started 

to bounce the ball off the end of the dock 

and she would jump a tremendous distance 

off the dock to retrieve it.  My daughter 

Brooke actually captured one of her first 

jumps in a great photo which is used on one 

of our "Team Bella" t-shirts.  I felt that this 

was something special. I remembered seeing 

dogs doing this activity on television and I 

wondered if Bella could do this so I went 

home that night and researched it on my 

laptop.  While researching dock jumping I 

found DockDogs World Wide and Chesa-

peake DockDogs.  I decided to join both 

organizations and Bella and I attended our  

Meet Your New Board Member, Kevin Ruark 
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“While researching dock jumping 

I found DockDogs World Wide 

and Chesapeake DockDogs.  I 

decided to join both 

organizations” 
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first practice at Lily Pons this past Spring. 

After receiving some pointers from Frank 

Moraff, we participated in our first event at 

Puppy Palooza in May 2013.  Since then, Bella 

and I have become hooked on the sport and 

she has competed at various other venues 

such as the Celebrate Fairfax Festival, Hamp-

ton Bay Days, Cabela's End of Summer Splash 

in Hamburg, Pennsylvania, and recently at the 

Pittsburgh Pet Expo.  She has done well since 

and continues to do pretty well with her  

personal best Big Air jump being 22 feet 1 

inches (twice).  As a matter of fact, she has 

earned a club level Masters Title and we re-

ceived an invitation to compete in the Senior 

Division at the World Championships in   

Dubuque, Iowa, but had to decline.  It was 

just cool to print out the invitation to 

keep with her collection of ribbons and med-

als that she has earned so far this year.  As 

for participating in the other events, for now, 

Bella and I will enjoy trying to get better at 

Big Air before we try the Speed Retrieve or 

Extreme Vertical events.  We thoroughly enjoy 

the Big Air event and are satisfied with the 

fun and excitement that it has brought to our 

family and friends.  My favorite team to  

watch is probably Tim McGeein and 

Boo.  Tim always uses different toys and has 

a great presentation and Boo...is Boo.  How 

can you not love watching that big lab jump 

23 feet or more while catching a football? 

The best piece of advice I have received as a 

new handler was from Frank Moraff who on 

our first practice said, "This is a team sport", 

after he watched me simply throw my 

bumper off the dock and watch Bella jump in 

after it.  He couldn't be more right.  I see all 

kinds of handling techniques but the best Big 

Air dogs are the ones where the handler has 

control of the dog and can present the toy in 

a way that maximizes the dog’s ability to get 

a good jump.  I am still working on my pres-

entation and after analyzing many videos and 

photos 

taken by 

my wife I 

can see my 

presenta-

tion errors 

and some-

times I 

even no-

tice that 

Bella's 

starting 

position on 

the dock 

can affect 

her 

launch.  A 

bad start-

ing posi-

tion for 

Bella can 

be the 

difference 

between launching from the end of the dock 

or leaving 3 feet early.  Even though Bella 

and I have participated in this sport for six 

months now, I still consider myself a new 

handler but I would suggest to anyone just 

joining the sport to enjoy the people and the 

time with your family and dog.  The best 

things about this sport are the people and 

dogs that you meet.  They are by far the 

best.  Everyone is so helpful and genuinely 

nice. If you want to know something just ask 

and don't be shy because I haven't met a 

member that isn't willing to help.  I'm still 

asking the club veterans lots of questions 

about different qualifications and about the 

titling requirements for different competi-

tions.  Spending time participating in this 

sport is quality time spent with family and 

friends.  My wife, daughters, and even other 

family members and friends have enjoyed 

cheering for Bella and attending the 

events  This is the main reason I started the 

"Hurricane Bella Lady Maryland" Facebook 

page. I use it not only to brag about Bella to 

family and friends but also to keep a living 

record of her accomplishments. I have also 

found it useful in promoting the DockDogs 

sports. 

In 2014, our family looks forward to continu-

ing our time with Bella at future DockDogs 

events.  We are looking forward to the up-

coming events at the new club venue at De-

tour Winery and Vineyards as well as any 

other venues that we can make time for.  We 

hope to attend the Eastern Regionals now 

that she is titled and are looking to get her a 

national title to add to her accomplish-

ments.  We wouldn't be upset if she got an-

other invitation to the World Championships 

as well. 

Thank you, Kevin, for your story and we look 

forward to having you on the board this year!  

Cont’d. Kevin Ruark 

“This is a team sport.  

The best Big Air dogs 

are the ones where 

the handler has 

control of the 

dog and can present 

the toy in a way that 

maximizes the dog’s 

ability to get a good 

jump.” 
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Limber tail can occur in any dog with an un-

docked tail, but certain breeds, especially 

pointing and retrieving dogs, seem particu-

larly susceptible to it. Among these breeds 

are Labrador, Golden, and Flat-Coated     

Retrievers; English Pointers and Setters;   

Beagles; and Foxhounds. Both sexes and all 

If you notice your dog’s tail go limp or not 

wag like it normally would, your dog could 

have Limber Tail Syndrome.  The syndrome 

seems to be caused by muscle injury possibly 

brought on by overexertion, says Janet Steiss, 

DVM, PhD, PT. Steiss is an associate professor 

at Auburn University’s College of Veterinary 

Medicine and coauthor of the 1999 study on 

limber tail that pinpointed the nature of the 

muscle damage. 

In some dogs, the tail may stick out a couple 

of inches before drooping; others may exhibit 

raised hair near the base of the tail as a result 

of swelling. Depending on the severity of the 

injury and the dog’s tolerance to pain, some 

animals may have difficulty sitting or lying 

down. And many dogs reduce or eliminate 

wagging entirely, probably due to soreness. 

 

ages can be affected. Other common names 

for the condition are “cold tail” (especially 

among Retrievers, who often exhibit      

symptoms after swimming in frigid water), 

“limp tail,” “rudder tail,” “broken tail,” or even 

“dead tail.” 

The condition resolves over the course of a 

few days or a week and usually leaves no 

after-effects. Prevention strategies include: 

A) Proper conditioning before exercise 

B) Appropriate warm down period after 

exercise 

C) Drying your dog adequately, especially 

in their behind 

D) Potential use of salmon oil or fish oil 

weeks before exercise 

 

Portions of this article are found at 

www.whole-dog-journal.com,  January 2005 

A Tail Without a Wag 

A dog with Limber Tail Syndrome 

Congratulations to everyone who made the 

trip to Dubuque, IA for the 2013 DockDogs 

World Championships.  Chesapeake Dock-

Dogs can home with 2 new World Champi-

ons!  A fun time was had by everyone. 

Sharon Sparks and travel mate, Michelle 

Ryan-Schwartz had an adventure when a deer 

decided to be a hood ornament on her RV 

just 25 miles from Dubuque.  She went on to 

have a great weekend, winning 3rd place with 

K9 Buckley in Legends, having solid efforts in 

EV, & also handling Sky in Junior and Legend. 

Brian and Nicole Foltz were busy!  It was 

awesome seeing Voucher win the Junior divi-

sion with a personal best of 20’3”.  Mosby hit 

a personal best of 6’2” in EV and placed 5th 

in finals.  Mosby had a 23’7” jump in the 

Master qualifiers, just missing the finals by 1”. 

Worlds Recap 

Phil Bittner with Axle came within 4” of mak-

ing Senior Finals.  But his fiancee, Stacey 

Lewis took home the Top Gun EV statue with 

Axle’s personal best of 7’2”.   

Allison Reber with Onyx made youth handler 

finals with a 21’2” and finished 6th. Terry 

gave a great effort in the Elite rounds. 

Brooke Haas with Spyy just missed Novice 

finals with a 9’ jump and finished 8th. 

Zoey had her best sit/stay ever and Mandy 

Eiche threw to the ceiling; Zoey still jumped 

22’.  Mandy said “Always remember it is a 

team sport.” Mandy’s mom, Rhonda Taylor 

with Camden were consistent with a 13’3” 

Junior jump. 

Twister competed in Cadet EV and the Youth 

Handler qualifiers (17’1”) with James Sozio.  

James and Twister won the top ranked Cadet 

EV team and the Sozio Family and Twister 

were also inducted into the DockDogs Hall of 

Fame! 

 

Looking forward to seeing more of you in Dubuque next year!  Go Chesapeake! 
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9603C Harford Road, #108 

Baltimore, MD  21234 

 

info@chesapeakedockdogs.com 

Like us on facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/

chesapeakedockdogs 

WE ROCK THE DOCK! 

Chesapeake 

DockDogs 

Thank you to our 

sponsors! 

In 2014, we look 

forward to 

supporting Chase 

Away K9 Cancer 

and Go Team 21!  

There will be new 

merchandise to 

purchase.  We will 

also support the 

BAARK 

Foundation with 

half the profits of 

the Harvest 

Festival Fun 

Jump in October! 

Fuel the Love to Fuel the Cure 

Zuke’s announced a new social media cam-

paign titled “Fuel the Love to Fuel the Cure” 

to help support The Dog and Cat Cancer 

Fund (DCCFund), a non-profit organization 

dedicated to understanding, treating and 

preventing canine and feline cancer.   

 

This campaign will invite and inspire Zuke’s 

fans to share photos and videos of their dogs 

in action and loving life. For every person 

who follows @ZukesPets on Instagram or 

Twitter and tags their action-packed photo or 

video with #FuelTheLove, Zuke’s will donate 

$5 to The Dog and Cat Cancer Fund up to 

$10,000. With six million dogs and a similar 

number of cats diagnosed with cancer each 

year in the United States, this campaign will 

help the DCCFund provide the much-needed 

financial assistance to pet parents whose 

dogs and cats are suffering from cancer. 

“Zuke’s already donates a portion of all prod-

uct sales to the Dog and Cat Cancer Fund,” 

states Chris Meiering, Zuke’s Director of Mar-

keting and co-founder of the DCCFund. “We 

hope that by engaging our consumers in this 

effort, we emphasize the importance of this 

cause and underscore the devotion we have 

to all pets.”  

 

The “Fuel the Love to Fuel the Cure” cam-

paign is one element of the Zuke’s brand’s 

commitment to helping dogs and cats stay 

healthy and active. For more information on 

Zuke’s beliefs and how the brand is making a 

difference, please visit www.zukes.com/our-

beliefs. 

Chesapeake’s Worlds 

Basket auctioned off 

for BAARK 


